On March 4, 2018, the Alaska Section of Epidemiology (SOE) alerted health care providers of an outbreak of syphilis during the first quarter of 2018 that was primarily involving men who have sex with men (MSM) residing in the Anchorage area. 1 Additional laboratory-confirmed cases have continued to be reported to SOE following this initial announcement. The purpose of this Bulletin is to provide an update on syphilis cases diagnosed during 2017 and the first quarter of 2018.
Of the 57 syphilis cases, 3 refused to be interviewed for public health follow-up, one was unable to be located, and 17 were interviewed but refused to provide partner information. Some investigations are still ongoing. Sixty sexual contacts were identified; some individuals were named more than once. From these partner services investigations, five new cases of syphilis were identified and 22 people were prophylactically treated.
Discussion
The ongoing syphilis outbreak is primarily affecting MSM living in Alaska's urban communities; however, 20% (9/46) of the persons diagnosed with infectious syphilis self-identified as having been infected through heterosexual contact and two cases have been reported in persons living in more rural communities. The one case of probable congenital syphilis in 2018 involved an infant who had no signs or symptoms of infection, but who met the congenital syphilis case definition because the mother had been inadequately treated for syphilis.
The high proportion (48%) of infectious syphilis cases that involved co-infection with HIV, gonorrhea, or chlamydia during this outbreak underscores the importance of testing patients suspected of having syphilis for additional sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) and testing patients with other STDs for syphilis. Furthermore, syphilis may promote HIV acquisition and transmission, and HIV infections may alter the response to syphilis treatment. Finally, persons co-infected with syphilis and HIV may be at increased risk for early neurologic complications. 3 
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